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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS/RECOMMENDATIONS

The New York State Inspector General found that James Morton, a New York
State Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) Licensing Examiner responsible for
evaluating applicants’ performances on the road test required to obtain a driver license,
attempted to solicit bribes from two road test applicants. The Department of Motor
Vehicles is reviewing the findings for appropriate disciplinary action.

ALLEGATIONS

On December 13, 2007, and then subsequently on September 17, 2008, DMV
referred allegations to the Inspector General that DMV Licensing Examiner Morton
offered to award driver license applicants passing grades in exchange for money, but then
failed them on their road tests when they could not produce sufficient payment.

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION

Morton has served as a Motor Vehicle Licensing Examiner at DMV’s Brooklyn
office in Starrett City since June 1997. On December 13, 2007, DMV Senior Motor
Vehicle Licensing Examiner Jeffrey Rubin informed the Inspector General that a
distraught road test applicant had complained that Morton had solicited a bribe from her
in exchange for receiving a passing grade on the test. During the course of the Inspector
General’s investigation, on September 17, 2008, the Inspector General received a second
allegation from DMV Supervising Investigator Mark Beharry that Morton had offered to
pass road test applicants in exchange for bribes.

The December 2007 Incident

According to Rubin, a distraught female applicant complained to him on
December 7, 2007, that Morton had requested a bribe during her road test. She asked
Rubin, “Why does somebody have to pay more money at the road test to get a license?”
and “Why is he asking me for money?”

The applicant subsequently informed the Inspector General that on December 7,
2007, she had taken a road test at the DMV Starrett City test site in Brooklyn. She



advised that her examiner, whom the Inspector General identified from DMV records as
Morton, was initially friendly. The woman related that she informed Morton that she had
taken the road test twice before, and that Morton told her he wanted her to obtain a
license that day. However, she stated that once the test began, Morton asked her why she
did not stop at a stop sign, even though she had stopped. Morton then asked her what she
was going to do for him if he helped her and threatened that she would fail the test if she
did not have money. The applicant stated that she had been *“scared” that she was going
to fail, and offered Morton $40, an amount he indicated was insufficient. She continued
the test, and Morton accused her of making another mistake while she was waiting to
perform a U-turn, stating, “You see, you don’t have money and you’re making a
mistake.” She also stated that after she followed his direction to parallel park, he
instructed her to look in her bag for money. When the applicant completed the course,
Morton stated, “You don’t have money. You’re failing.” She offered to ask her brother,
who was present at the test site, for money, but Morton responded that it was “too late.
You fail. My supervisor is right there.” The applicant reported that she immediately
informed the on-site DMV supervisor of Morton’s demands.

The applicant’s brother confirmed to the Inspector General that his sister had
informed him immediately after her road test that her examiner had asked for money in
exchange for a passing grade. He stated that he immediately confronted Morton and
asked why he had demanded money. Morton replied that he was trying to help his sister
since she had failed twice before and was a dangerous driver, and then walked away.

The September 2008 Incident

The second complaint came from a male driver license applicant who had
reported that he was told that he could receive help passing the road test in exchange for
money. When interviewed, this applicant informed the Inspector General that he was
acquainted with a man named Jean Michele through the Legacy Driving School in
Brooklyn. The applicant stated that Michele accompanied him to the test site on
September 15, 2008, and informed him that he could pay his road test examiner to ensure
a passing grade. He later saw his road test examiner speaking to Michele. The
applicant’s DMV receipt indicated that the examiner was Morton. He did not offer
Morton any money, and he failed his road test.

Michele (who, according to his driving school instructor’s certificate, also goes by
the name Wilner Michel) informed the Inspector General that he had learned about
Morton awarding applicants passing grades on their road test in exchange for money
from another instructor at his driving school. Michele admitted that he had, on occasion,
told clients of the possibility of paying Morton in exchange for a passing grade on their
road test. He claimed, however, that because he was not in the test vehicle, he did not
know what transpired until after the test. Michele stated that he once accepted a $100 tip
from a female road test applicant who purportedly had also given Morton $500 to pass
the road test. Michele further informed the Inspector General that he was aware of
approximately seven instances in which Morton allegedly either solicited or received
money from Legacy Driving School students in exchange for a passing road test grade,
but could not remember the students’ names except for one woman who had taken the
test approximately two weeks before. According to Michele, Morton had asked this
woman for money, but she could only offer $20 and failed the test.



Danny Dorestyl, the owner of the Legacy Driving School, identified the same
woman and stated that he was aware of the allegations that she had failed her driving test
because she only had $20 to offer her examiner. Dorestyl admitted knowing that Morton
regularly approached clients for money to pass their road tests, but claimed that he had
never personally interacted with Morton.

This woman informed the Inspector General that, when she took a road test on
October 1, 2008, her examiner, who DMV records revealed to be Morton, failed her. She
stated that she did not stop at a stop sign, and Morton told her that she had failed. On
November 3, 2008, when she took another road test at the same site, she was assigned the
same examiner, Morton, and he solicited cash from her in exchange for allowing her to
pass the road test. She informed the Inspector General that, during that road test, Morton
asked “Do you really want your license?” and requested money. She offered Morton the
$50 she had available, but he responded that she “should have $200,” and directed her to
pull over near a cash machine to withdraw funds. She complied, but the machine was
inoperable. She complained that Morton then directed her into the path of oncoming
traffic, and when they returned to the beginning of the test course, he told her that she had
failed.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Inspector General found that DMV Licensing Examiner James Morton
offered to award two female road test applicants passing grades in exchange for payment,
but failed both applicants because they could not produce enough money. The
Department of Motor Vehicles is reviewing the findings for appropriate disciplinary
action. The Kings County District Attorney also reviewed the findings.



